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In a wild+type Drosophila germarium,

the Dpp receptor Tkv (red) is strongly ex-
pressed in escort cells, part of the female
germline stem cell niche. The germarium
is also stained for Vasa (green), a-Spectrin
(blue), and DNA (white). Luo et al. reveal
that Tkv mops up excess Dpp released
from neighboring niche cells, spatially re-
stricting the morphogen’s ability to inhibit
stem cell differentiation.
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Wang et al. describe how a myonuclear
scaffold helps Drosophila larval muscle
nuclei resist the strain produced by muscle
contraction and relaxation. Compared to
wildtype muscle (left), nuclear morphol-
ogy and positioning is abnormal in the
absence of Shot (right), a spectraplakin
that stabilizes a perinuclear network of
microtubules. Muscles are stained for the
nuclear marker laminDmO (green) and
F-actin (red).
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