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In a wild-type Drosophila germarium, 
the Dpp receptor Tkv (red) is strongly ex-
pressed in escort cells, part of the female 
germline stem cell niche. The germarium 
is also stained for Vasa (green), �-Spectrin 
(blue), and DNA (white). Luo et al. reveal 
that Tkv mops up excess Dpp released 
from neighboring niche cells, spatially re-
stricting the morphogen’s ability to inhibit 
stem cell differentiation.
Image © 2015 Luo et al.
See page 595.
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