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Telley et al. develop a cell-free assay to 
determine how nuclei disperse through 
the syncitium of early  Drosophila  
embryos. Condensed chromosomes (red) 
align on a metaphase spindle (green) in 
a droplet of cytoplasm extracted from a 
preblastoderm embryo. After anaphase, 
the newly formed nuclei are spatially 
separated by the migration of the 
microtubule asters through the cytoplasm.
Image courtesy of Ivo A. Telley.
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The leading edge of a control neuronal 
growth cone (left) contains both fi lopodial 
actin bundles (arrowheads) and a dense 
meshwork called the actin veil (asterisk). 
Treatment with an inhibitor of the Arp2/3 
actin-nucleation complex (right) reduces 
the density of the actin veil and retracts 
its outer edge (arrow).
Image © 2012 Yang et al.
See page 939.
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